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Anavtiote ko otig AYQ mo kGto epoToeg oe Eexwprotd UM
Epdmon 1: SOCIAL WELFARE

The case presents both sides of the debate. You are expected to offer answers to the question
below. Please remember that there are no right or wrong answers. But, you have to support your
position—which ever that may be. Take care not to neglect the content of the case and please put
your arguments clearly and methodically.

Question:

Both sides of the debate concerning social welfare and who should be taking the lead in
managing it have been expressed in the case. Which of the two points of view do you agree with
most and is there a third approach that may be more appropriate?

Ep@man 2: H BIA XTA I'HIIEAA

H napotoo. mepurtooiax pehém napabiter S16.popeg mAevpé Tov BEpatog. Avapéveral and cog
vo 8(MoeTe amGvInon o0To EPATNNO oL 00 LIoPdAietar éxoviag vadyT TG dev VTAPKOLV
opBic ) MavBaopéveg anavtnoes. Ooa mpénel va vroompifete ) B€on mov vioBeteite—onO1L
xat edv glvon ovt. TlpooéEete: n ambvinon cog Ba mpénet va Adfet vrdyr o mEPLEXOHEVO TN
TEPMTOOIKNG PEAETNG Kal Ta emyepnpate oag Ba mpémer va SiatunwBodv pebBodikd xar pe
dovyero.

Epdtnon:

H Bia oto ynmeda amoterel éva moAd coBopd kat mepimhoxo Bépa. TIohhd £xovv ypa@rel oyetikd
pe trv Tyn e Ploag: owoyévela, oxorelo, nohueia, exkinoia, Beopoi, kth. Kata du oag
yvoun amd mov rrydle 1) fla ko mow pétpa Ba mpéner va Anebovv dote va mataybel avtd To
QaVOLEVO.
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PAIITH EEETAZH T'lA THN [IAHPQIH KENQN OELEQN
BOHOQN YIIEYOYNQN MHXANIKON BAPAIAL ITAGMOY (Hinxawvclaxiq)

Huepounvia :1-11-2003 Xpovog eEetaoemv : 2,5 dpeg

AmavTiioTe o€ Oheg TS EPWTIGE

EPQTHEZH 1" : (Na aravmbei ota EAAnvika)
(a)Iloior ot napayovreg Tov emnpealovv v Tiun ™G Tieong(KEVOD) TOV ATHOD GTO ECWTEPIKO
TOV XVPIOL CDUTVKVOTOD piag povadag mapaywyns ;
(B) Tt suvéneieg Ba £xet oV povada Tuyov cdEnom g ieomg TOV CUUTLKVETOL ;
(y) Tioxond eEvnnperovv o1 npobeppavtéc vepol nov napepPddiovior petako e£6dov
Kupiov cupTLKVETOL KM El06d0L AéfnTa ;
Bafpoi 20
EPQTHEH 2" : (No anavmOei ota EAnvikd)

[Ipoxeipévov vo. Pektboovpe Tov cuvolikd Babpd anddoong piag atpostpoPilikilg povadag

napayyng eEetd@lovpe extog Tav dAlov kat v duvarothta peiwong g deppokpaciog

Kaucaepiov Tpo TG xapwvadag tov Affrro.

Eivou duvar avti n peimwon ;Av var péypig moiov opiov; Av éxt yioti ; (Avartdére xo

QTIOAOYEIGTE TA PG THY AAVINOT 0ag).

BoaBpoi 20
EPQTHZH 3" : (Na anavmbei ota EXnvixd)
O1 pogodoticés avthieg Tov AEPNTO ,EXOVV GKONO TV QVOYW®OT THG TIECTG TOV VEPOD HEYPIG
g nieong Aerrovpyiag Tov AéPnta.

(a) I eEaopodrileton ) endpxewr TieoNg vepos oIV avappdenom TG aviriog ;

(B) T enurtdoeig Oa Exovpe and pia mBavi) peiwon g Tieong otV avappéPnom g aviiiog

avtg;

(y) Zxeduaote pe éva oxapipnpa pio TomK YOPUKTRPICTIKT KAuTOA avihiag , xaBhg Ko tdg
petafdAetal auTii CUVAPTIGEL TV GTPOPMV TNG avTAiag QT .

BaBpoi 20
EPQTHZH 4" :( Na anavmbei oto EAAnvika)
(a) Mia Emyeipnon npokeiran va Aafer andpacn va aviikataotoel Tov nahaid eE0TAONO TG pe
v£o ,Tj va suveyioet va guvpei tov nadard. [apovaidote , 6cov 10 duvatdv avalvTtikdtepa,
1o kpiripla faoet tov onoimv 0o mpénet va Anelei n andpaon autr.

(B) Hpokewpévov va petapépovpe Baldcoto vepd Wokems cuYKEKpIPEVIG TapoYiG o€ Evav Ztabud
napaywyls, eEetalovpe evaldaxTika cevapla KOOTOVG EYKATACTACTI aywy(®V VEPOD Kt
QVIANTIKOV CUYKPOTNHATOV PETAPOPAS TOL .

Q¢ yvooTov :

o Muwprig Suapétpov aywyog , mapovoialel pev pikpdTepo KOGTOG ayopag Kat
EyKaTaoTaonS, aAAE anaitei peyakbTepon KOGTOVG AVIATIKG GLYKpOTHHA , Ady®
auEnpévav anmierby.

o Meyakdrepng duxpétpov aywyds , napovciilel avtifera peyodvrepo k6OTOG ayopas
KOl EYKATAGTOONG TOV aywyol , ahAd ararvtel pikpdtepov k6GTOUG aVIATTIKG
oUYKPOTIHA ,AOY® HEIOHEVOV ATMAELDV.

[Tow eivar 1y peBodoroyia emhoyiig g PéATioG (optimum ¢ TPog TO KOGTOG TG 6ANG
gyxatdotaong) SiapErpov aywyod nov Ba npénet ek va endiEovpe ;

BaBpoi 15
EPQTHXH 5": (Na ancvi0ei ota AyyAikd)
In a Steam Electric Station, specify the different parts of:
-The Boiler and its Auxiliaries
-Turbine and its auxiliaries
-Generator and its auxiliaries

BaBpoi 25



Tt Bpetavia kot og dMheg yhpeg dmov vafpyav coPapidtate npoPfiipate Piag ota
yMmeda, 1 actovopia Katdpepe o€ peydAo Badud va cvirafer Tovg xelpdtepoug Tapatieg
ka1 va. perdogt awotntd m Pla ota yineda.. Ta katdpepe pe 10 va T0m00eT0EL E181KEG
Kapepeg oo Yneda doTe va avayvepilel ebkola tov tapaties. Emmpdobeta o1 apyée
TOV EEMTEPLKOV XPT|CLUOTOLOVY Kl AL ATOTEAET HATIKOTEPQ HETPA KOTH TOV
yovhykav. Tétow pétpa epappdfoviat anod o dikacTpa 7oV entPAAlovy avoTnPEg
TOWEG cupTEPAUPavopévng Kot g @uAdKIoTG o€ 660VG BpeBolv évoyot yia mpdkAnon
Blarwv enercodiov ota yineda.

To £pyo ¢ Bpetavikig actuvopiog Borinoav ae peydho Babud to modocpaipikd
copateio g ydpag to. onoia avéraPav v gvBhvr va evIomicovy Tovg XEIPOTEPOVG
tapagieg v opddmv Tovg Ko va SdcovY Ta ovOpaTa TouG oty actuvopia. v
Kvmpo, dpag, anovoidlovv 1étoteg npmTofoviies. Zav anoTéAecua To ATONA OV
TpoxaioOV to. mpoPAfpata cvvexilovv va Bpiokovial ota yfimeda kot va STpiovpyovv
10 yvootd Biola tpofiipata oto eikabio kowd. [Noti dpmeg 1o cwpatein ko ot
ovvdeopor prhabrov dev Exovv axdpa tpoPel oTig avaykaisg evépyeieg yia ndTagn Tov
pawvdpevou g Biag; TTorhoi dwateivovion TG o pkpd péyeog g Kdmpov xat 1
anéyBein Tpog TV «podoocion wBoVV 1o cwpateia 610 vo un mapadivovv Tovg Biatovg
onadovg Tovg otig apyéc. Ilapd to mo Tavm To YEYOVOg Mapapével TG Kapd xdpa dev
propel va matde TAfpag v Pia ota yrineda xwpig ) otevi) cuvepyasio v
copateiov pe TG apyLs.

Opiopévor otnv Kompo motevovy nwg 1o poPAnpa g Piag ota yineda eival
QTOTEAECHA KATOOV HEYRADTEPOV Kal GOPapOTEPOV KOWMVIKOD QOLVOREVOL. ZUVERMC,
70 TpABAnpa dev propel va Aubel opioTikd poévo and Ty actovopia Kol Ta copUATE.
Xperdletal n evepyn ePnAOKY TNG OIKOYEVELRG, TV OXOAEIWV Kal TG ekkAnciac. Aéystan
nw¢ 10 6oPapd avTd TPOPANHA TUVOEETAL GTEVE JE TNV KATAPPEDST] TV 0ELDV TNG
OWKOYEVEING, ZaV OTOTEAEC IO QVTOV TOV QOVOpPEVOL VTTapxet Pia ota yimeda, oto
oyoheia kat adlhov. Awafalovpe g opropévol padntéc vBpilovv Toug kabnynTég Tovg
Kabnpepva kot tepippovodv v eEovoin.. Ev oltyoig, ta mpofiqpata apyifovv and to
onitt and 6mov anovoldlel n telBapygio Kat Ta dpra TG CUUTEPLPOPAS dev eival KaAd
npoodopopéva. [Torhol yoveig pe Ty oepd Tovg Katyopovv Tovg Kadnyntés yia
ENewyn Tpaypaticob evolpépovtog yia o madtd. Katnyopovv toug kabnyntég nwg 1o
HOVO OV TOVG evitapépet £ival ot avéioeig pioBhav ka1 peinot tov wpdv epyaciag. Ot
AVTIKELPEVIKOL TPiTOL KATTYOPOOV TOGO TOVG YOVELS TWE deV aPplep@dVoOLY Xpovo Y1 Ta
nodLG Tovg 660 kot Tovg kabnyntés. Ot idrot kOKAoL Katryopolv kat Trv exkAncio T
dev glvor mpooiti| oe dropa wov yperdloviarl oTpEn Kol TG avT TOAAES POPEG
acyoAsital pe pn wvevpatixd Bépata avti pe to Tardid KoL T0 KOvmviKo g £pyo.

Opiopévor piyvoov 1o gtai&yo yia mv Bia ota €pya mov PAémovy ot veapoi Kot ta
Bivzeoykeg Tov gival yepata ond Piareg ewdveg. Ooot avrikpilovv ta npofiipata
HEG® TOV KOVAOVIKOD koD Slateivovial Twg YEVIKE VIAPYEL pia evpUTEPT) KpioT] 6TV
Nyeoia Tov oMoV, o€ 6An Ta enineda, kKaBITL dpiopévol amd avtolg Tapaépovior i elvat
prheypévol oe okavdala ket wg £k 10010 dev arotehovy npdtona cupunepupopdc. H
kplom otnv nyecia amd povn g, dwtsivovral, dev odnyel anapaitnra Tovg véoug o



H Bia ora I'Mjneda
H npodooia tov ablntikod nveduarog

And apyootdtov (pdvev o adAnTiopog eBewpeito cav pEco yio v avantoén apeTdv
kat a&ldv péoa otnv Kowvevia. I'a tovg Apyaiovg EAAnveg fTav T kot Tpovopto ya
TOV TLOAITY V& TIOPACTEL € AYDVEG KO VA, TOPAKOAOV BGEL TNV EVYEVI AUOAL HeTald TV
afAnTdv kar Ty Kupopyio Tov abinTikod nvedpoatoc. Méoa oTovg abveg 0 aOANTIONOG
cvvéxioe va duadpapatilel Tov dikd Tov poko oe OTL apopd TV avdrtuén akldv 6mwg o
cvvayoviopog, N okAnpn npoondBela, 1o 8appog, kth. Ot gilablot égevyav amd Toug
AyYDVEG EPIVELGPEVOL KOl TEPTiPaVOL. ZfHeEpa SVOTOYMG 1) TPAYROTIKOTIITA Eivan TTOAD
Srogpopetuc (mpog 1o xEWPOTEPO) Y10TE Ta Tpaypata Exovv oAaEel pilikd. Ot kepkideg
powatovv eplocdtepo pe apiva e apyaiog Poung. IToAkoi ovtm kaiodpevor gpidabrol
uéyovrar Plara peta&d Tovg oTIg KePKideg kal 0 aydvag oto yimedo dradpapotiler
Sevtepevovia poho y' avtods. Zyeddv kabe ZaPPotoxdprako ot Konpior pidablot
BAETOVY OTOVG BEKTEC TV TNAEOPACEMYV TOVG EIKOVEG CUUTAOK MV, AlBoPoAiopoig kat
mopkaylg péoo kat £€m and to yneda. Ta amoteAéopata tétowng flamg COUTEPLPOPAS
givar yvwotd: cofapoi tpovpaticpol, tpdxinon extetapévov vhkdv {nudov,
avaoTaT®oT, KA. ZTOV TEAEDTIO Kol KaBoploTikd aydva g nodoogatpudg calév
2001-2002 peta&d dvo Kvnprakdv opadov, oddxinpo 1o [Tayinplo cuykhovictke and
Tov oAV cofapd Tpavpatiopnd veapold @iraAadiov tov onoiov 1 {on xivddvevoe Gueoa.
ARG xar og pr xaBoproTikodg aydveg dnpiovpyodvial coPopd enetcdda. AxkOpa Kat
o€ PUMKE Toryvidia Tov okoTo EYOVV va TYocovV Kamow Betepdvo modooparpioth, 0
aydvag droxontetar Adyw plyelg aviikelpévov HEGa oTov ayovioTikd xodpo. TIpw Aiyo
Kopd o€ éva T£1010 aydve KIVOUVEYE 1] CONATIK AKEPAIOTI|TA TOV TEPUOTOPVAOKA HI0G
aro 11 800 opadec. H ovvexdpevn Pio xatéomoe noAhd and ta yneda pag
aKoTAAANAL Y10 TaLdid Kat Yo ATopo oV amAd enBupolv vo anoAaicovy Eva EVYEPICTO
andyevpo Tapoxorovfhviog Toddoparpo.

KvBepvnrikoi enionpor, kowvwvikoi @opeic, a&uopoatovyot g actovopiag kot tpdedpor
copatiov GAot £x0uv KaTh Kaipods KaTodikEoEL HE TOV MO £VIOVO TPOTO TETOEG TPAEELS
Biog péoa ota yimeda. ‘Olot Exovv SNADOEL TwG Eival £T0LHO0L VA KAHOVV OTL pTopovV yia
va totayBel 1 Plo ota ymeda. H xatdotaon dpwg, oxt povo dev kaivtepedet oAAL
avtiBérog ewpotepevet. [popavag enedr) vrdpyet Pabitepo npoPinpa mov ot appddiot
anétoyav va evionicovv. O andyelg oxeTika pe avaykaio peétpa towiiovy.

Opiopévol dnAdvouv dnpdowr Twg e@dsov 1 actovopia Exel v evBovy yo v
Swtfipnon g dnuodciag TaEng 10te Aoyikd Ba TpEmel va PEPEL Kar Eva PEYAAO PEPOG TNG
guBivng v v kotdotaon ota yimeda.. [ToAroi katnyopovv v actuvopia g dev
ektelel Ta kabfkovia g cwatd aTo YTnedo £neldi] oL acTUVORIKOL SEV EYOVV KavEva
kivnpo. Kau ovveyilovv Aéyoviag nwg evad vrapyel Enopig aplBpoc ACTUVOIKAOV OTa
yfineda evrovtolg avtoi dev Ppiokovial Eykarpo ota onpeio 6mov vrapyet Bia. H
acTuvopia amavid Twg kb popd mov mpoonadel va natdler Ty Bl xat tov
YovAtykovicpo avt yivetat o1dyog twv MME, tov ntoltikdv kot tov didpopov

TopaydVIOV pE TV Katnyopia g xprions aAdyiotng kot vagppetpng Biag.



Social Welfare

Whose responsibility is it to provide social welfare?

Since the beginning of time society has been grappling with the issue of how to deal
with its disadvantaged members. No community has ever been free of poor people or
people who are in need of a helping hand. Even in the Bible Jesus assures His
disciples that “the poor will be with you always” and that has certainly been the case.
Today in the West poverty has been reduced significantly but there are still large
numbers of people in need. While government has stepped in with programs to help
the needy, there are huge issues relating to ballooning welfare budgets. In this essay,
Social welfare is defined as “non-programmed financial assistance.” i.e. assistance to
people with unexpected needs such as unemployment, disability or widows pensions.
Therefore, pensions do not fall under social welfare. Also, this paper will only deal
with social welfare issues pertaining to western nations i.e. the European Union, the
United States and Canada.

In the pre-Christian era the Jews regarded people who were poor and sick as not being
favored by God. While the poor did receive some help from religious authorities they
were regarded as somehow to blame for their plight while the wealthy were seen as
having been blessed. Christianity however changed that perception. In the Christian
view the poor were to be embraced and helped and Jesus even went so far as to say
that people would be judged by how well they treated “these the least of my brethren”
i.e. the poorest of the poor in society. The establishment of churches brought about
much charitable giving and assistance to the poor as welfare became a major part of
the church’s work. But while the churches and other private charities had admirable
objectives they were greatly under-funded and by no means could they deal with
poverty single-handedly. However, the governments of Europe provided little
meaningful assistance to the poor and disadvantaged. It was not until well after the
start of the Industrial Revolution that Western governments started providing welfare
to their citizens. The most significant era for social and welfare programs came after
World War II when Europe became dominated by Socialist ideology. The people of
Europe who had suffered many years of poverty and war demanded that their new
governments provide cradle-to-grave welfare benefits so that never again would there
be slums and homeless people. Even in the more competitive capitalist system of the
United States, President Lyndon Johnson declared “war on poverty” in the 1960°s as
he announced the establishment of a far reaching welfare program.

But years later there are still poor people in western society and while Cyprus maybe
largely immune to this problem, the major cities of the West continue to have serious
social problems caused by poverty and unemployment. Related problems such as drug
dependency and illegitimacy have increased as well. Today in the United States there
are low-income communities where around 70% of the children are born out of
wedlock (e€d@yapa.) Many people say that generous welfare benefits are the reason
for illegitimacy because poor people get welfare for every child they have thus
creating a perverse incentive to have more and more children for financial purposes.
In countries like Switzerland there are needle exchange programs for drug addicts
where the government provides addicts with clean needles to reduce the chances of
AIDS infection trom tainted needles. Switzerland today has a huge drug problem as



Blo. AThd Toug oTéMEL T0 prVOpO TG aveLBUVOTITOG Kot TNG EAAELYTIG TPOCHOTIKNG
gvBvVT|C.

Evé o adAnrokatyyopieg cuveyifovratl to mpdfAnpa g Biag napapéver dhoto. O
TEPLOPIOHOG TOV OVTIKEINEVOV TTOV EMLTPENETOL VO LETAPEPEL KATOLOG HEGA GTO Y1TEdO
anoterei va kaid PETPO aAAG povo Tov dev Exel ADoEL To TPdPAnua. Atydoteyav ot
KpoTideg xat Ta yvaiwa provkaia péco ato yimedo alid ot tapa&icg cuveyilovv To
£pyo tovg. Ov7e ta pétpa g aotvvopiag £xovv dbogl Avon oto apdPinua aAdd odte
Kat o1 oVYVEG SNADOELS TOV TapaydVI®V TV COUATEIDV TETVYAV VA GTOPATIICOVV TV
Bia. Ovte xar o1 KOIT ta katagepe pe ta dikd g HeTpa.

Opiopévor eronyodvear tn Padbporoyia tov onaddv g kabe opadag pe kpLipLo
ocopmeppopd tovg oto yrmedo. H ovykexpipévn opddag g omoiag ot omadol
TPOKALOVV ENEICOO1A Va TIHOPEITAL PE TPOaTo T e pelmon Babpdv. O ewomyntég mg
O AV EPOTACTIC MOTEVOLY TG TO PETPO avT6 Ba amotelésel kiviTpo ya Tig idieg Tng
opddeg va ocvvepyaostoby ya v nataén g Piag.



many people have no reason to stop taking drugs seeing they can get money from the
government if they are unemployed and unable to work because of their drug
addiction. Germany offers generous unemployment benefits which were designed to
help those who are out of work. Today there are people that can survive comfortably
on such benefits and even use that money to go on holiday trips overseas. Skeptics say
that if some get almost 90% of their last salary in unemployment benefits then almost
no incentive exists for them to find work. In general, programs that were created for
good reasons have produced bad results and are costing taxpayers unacceptably large
amounts of money.

There are a number of different views on how welfare should be handled and who
should be responsible for helping those in need. The left wing or socialist view is that
the government should bear almost all the responsibility for providing social welfare
to the citizens of a nation. Socialists do not fully trust private initiative and do not
believe that the private sector can or should be responsible for social welfare. They
point to the fact that before the establishment of state welfare programs, and during
the time when churches and private charities were responsible for social welfare, there
was abject poverty and despair. Private organizations had grossly inadequate
resources to assist all those who were in need of help and despite their best efforts, did
not do a good job of solving the tremendous social problems that existed at the time.

People on the left will also take the position that the poor cannot depend on the
kindness of individuals because people’s giving patterns can be erratic. They would
point to the current global recession where individual charitable contributions have
plummeted (pewddnkav katakdpvea) because of the deteriorating finances of donors
(867eg.) Only the government has the financial wherewithal to maintain a sustained
program of financial assistance because such programs are too costly for the private
sector to run.

Socialists concede that there are many unintended consequences of social welfare
programs. However, they say that society is in much better shape today than it ever
was and that it is all because the government took the initiative and put all its weight
behind helping the poor. If there are problems today then the government should
spend more money on helping the needy and if that means raising taxes to pay for
expensive welfare programs then so be it. If money is spent on job re-training
programs and the government spends adequately on education then people will have
better futures and will be less likely to be out of work or turn to drugs and alcohol.
The answer to every problem is a government program.

There are other reasons why this particular school of thought does not trust the private
sector to do the best job on social welfare. Many private charities, especially those
related to churches, have certain religious beliefs that may be thrust upon the
recipients of social welfare. An example of this phenomenon could be a poor person
going to a certain church organization for financial assistance and having to adopt the
church’s religious beliefs in order to be eligible for money. Religion is a private
matter and cannot be forced upon people who are in need. Socialists would also take
issue with any government money being given to private or religious charities because
it is not the government’s business to expand the role of charities and churches. Also
if oversight fails then there is a strong possibility that government money may fall
into the wrong hands and corruption may result. Private organizations can be just as
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corrupt as any other government institution. Forcing the government to transfer funds
to private institutions and having to oversee that money will only make things more
complicated. :

The right wing or more conservative view espouses a solid involvement of the private
sector in helping the poor. This ideology believes that all citizens, families, civic and
religious organizations have a key role to play in giving their fellow countrymen a
helping hand. All the problems of society cannot simply be handed over to the
bureaucratic government mechanism to be dealt with at that level. The mark of a
healthy society is how much the citizens get involved themselves in solving problems.
Most conservatives do not seek to remove the government completely from its social
welfare role but they certainly envision a more limited role for the state on this issue.

Conservatives believe that social problems are not just economic but have to do with
the human element as well. That means that, for example, if someone has an alcohol
problem and becomes poor then it is more than just putting that person in a
government-controlled rehabilitation center. Treating the human spirit is key to
getting people with problems fully integrated into society and minimizing the chances
of those people getting into trouble again. With more involvement of the person’s
family and of organizations that truly care for the person’s welfare, citizens in need
will receive a better service. Few people can claim that government workers really
care for the people they are paid to help. Volunteers at church-run charities, however,
are there (and giving of their time willingly) because they really care and have a '
strong incentive to help.

Conservatives will accuse the government welfare system of being bureaucratic and
faceless with people in need being just numbers who get lost in the maze. The
government system has no workers like Mother Theresa who spent her life in the
slums of Calcutta helping the poor and caring for the sick. To the extent that people’s
kindness can be used to solve problems then that should be encouraged. Government
comes in where human kindness stops in order to provide much-needed funds. If
private donations are inadequate then government can provide the extra cash but, the
administration must be done by the private sector which can do it better. In the United
States only 72 cents out of every dollar that is earmarked for welfare actually reaches
the recipient. The rest is spent on wasteful administration. Private charities have a far
better record of spending their money efficiently because their resources are scarcer.
If a church-based charity can do a better job of spending the same amount of money
than a government-run welfare system, then there is no reason why the state should
not allow private organizations to administer the money.

Conservatives will point to the fact that in places where private charities were given
the responsibility for social work they have produced far superior results than the
government has. In the United States religious organizations have an excellent record
of fixing problems. In the state of Texas, for example, a private charity called Prison
Fellowship has been given the responsibility. to run some of the prisons and help
prisoners get back into society. The rate of return of prisoners back to prison is called
recidivism and in many cases it can be close to 30%. Graduates of the Prison
Fellowship program have a recidivism rate of close to 2% because they are aided by
individuals who are there to help and are not state workers who are there because they
receive a paycheck.



[n the recent heat-wave that struck Europe thousands of people perished alone and
without any care. A government official in France, a country where almost 14,000
died, said that the problem was that too many people in France have become
accustomed to the government solving all of their problems. As a result families and
communities were not taking adequate care of their sick and the elderly and so many
elderly people were forgotten by the government welfare mechanism. Conservatives
would say that this case represents exactly the reason why people who care should be
in charge. Families care, community cares, « urches care, government does not truly
care because it is not set up in that way and many government social workers are there
for other reasons which are alien to the true interests of the person who needs help.

There are no easy answers for how to solve the welfare problems in large western
societies. All we know is that people will continue to debate these very vital issues for
a long time to come. As concerned citizens we have to ponder over this issue and be
in a position to ask our politicians to make the right choices. The right choice will
depend on the level of knowledge and the conscience of each individual citizen. Our
first duty is to educate ourselves and not turn our back on those that suffer simply
because we are not affected directly.



