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The history of Cyprus is a long and complicated affair. If you are interested in such things then Cyprus is the place for you.
There are a wealth of historic monuments to the past of all periods scattered about Cyprus. At the bottom of the page you will find a map showing the ancient and new correlation, so that you can find places you may be studying with ease when you actually get here.
The museums and exhibitions around Cyprus also contain many many ancient treasures, many more are housed in the British Museum in London



 HYPERLINK "http://www.windowoncyprus.com/images/map_of_1606.gif" 
  
click to enlarge a map from Amsterdam .     1606    
Museums and sites of archaeological interest are shown on the pages for the relevant towns. We have not omitted anything deliberately, so if you know of something interesting that you think should be included, please let us know here
  




 

	  

A very brief history of a very long time
Click on the hyperlinks for a slightly more in depth description
 

        In the beginning  (A description of how Cyprus was formed)
8,500 - 8,000 B.C   Hunter Gatherers . The earliest evidence ( Neolithic).


The ancient settlement of Kalavassos 
 click to enlarge


The ancient site of Chirkitia.
click to enlarge
7,000 - 5,300 BC The first settlers: The Chirokitians.  Earliest pottery



4,000 - 2,500 BC Chalcolithic (Copper) Age Use of metals and settlement of west Cyprus.



click to enlarge
2,700-1,600 BC Cypriot Bronze Ages, Early and Middle:  Ox-plough, cattle, horses, and bronze making are introduced as well as a highly individual pottery style. 1st records of Alasia and its export of copper in near eastern historical records 1900B.C.



click to enlarge
Terracotta sanctuary model. about 1900 B.C.
1,600-1,050 BC The Late Bronze Age: A period of sophisticated literate city states such as Engomi-Alasia and Kition. Large scale pottery export to Levant and Egypt. Trade.
1500 - 1450 BC: Development of Engomi as a major port. Hittites rule in Cyprus 
1450 BC - 1000 BC: Late Bronze Age:  1220 Kition and Engomi destroyed then rebuilt, Beginning of the Egyptian domination of the island.


click to enlarge
Gold finger ring from Engomi 1450-1225 B.C.

1300 BC The Hittites, Eteo Cypriotes and Minoans each created open syllibaries. Well it is presumed they are open syllibaries(based on the number of signs they employed) because they still cannot be read. Here is an example (let us know when you figure out what it says please!)
[image: image13.jpg]
1200 BC - 1000: Establishment of the city states of Salamis (capital at the time), Soli, Marion, Paphos, Curium, and Kyrenia; arrival of Greek colonies. 
 

   click to enlarge    
1200-1150 B.C. "The horned god"
850 - 750 B.C The Phoenician-led Renaissance  at Kition. 
The Royal tombs at Salamis
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Some of 2000 terracotta figures from Ayia Irini  
750 to 500 B.C. ( Cyprus Museum, Nicosia )
750 BC - 612 BC: Cypro-Archaic 1 Assyrian rule of Cyprus; Seven Cypriot Kings paid homage to Sargon II of Assyria (709 B.C)
Ten Cypriot Kings paid homage to Esarhaddon of Assyria (673 B.C.)
The golden age of Archaic Cyprus when the island was divided between a dozen city kingdoms, all independent. 


  click to enlarge
This was originally the ornate decoration of a chariot found at Salamis. It was the lynch pin and was made in 700 B.C 

568 BC - 525 BC: Egyptian rule.
In c.545 B.C. Cypriot Kings transferred allegiance to Cyrus the Great,         king of Persia. Persian domination.
525 BC - 333 BC: Persian occupation and the rule of the island; also termed as the Cypro-Classical period and the duel between Kition and Salamis. Cyprus contributed 150 ships to the Persian fleet.
Then in 450 B.C. there was Cimons expedition to liberate Cyprus from Persia, but in 448 B.C. Cyprus is left firmly in the control of the Persians and Later Evagoras 1st became the king of Salamis, by 391 he was the master of all Cyprus.
468 BC - 294 BC  The Kyrenia Ship
333 BC - 58 BC: End of Persian domination, death of Alexander the Great, ( press here to read his words) Hellenistic rule 1 & 11: the heirs of Alexander the Great rule the island. until 88 B.C. when Cyprus was returned to Egyptian rule


  click to enlarge
     Silver coin minted at Kition 180-145 B.C.

58 BC - 395 AD: Cyprus is reduced to the state of a Roman province and then in 47 B.C. Cyprus is returned to Egyptian rule by Julius Caesar until the suicide of Cleopatra in 30 B.C. when Cyprus became part of the Roman Empire : 350 years of quiet provincial prosperity. 


  click to enlarge
         Other side of the above coin

330 AD - 649 AD:The foundation of Stavrovouni Monastery,  within 10 years of each other Paphos and Salamis were ruined by Earthquake and tidal wave (332&342 A.D.) In 649 The death of the lady Umm-Haram, cousin of the Prophet at Tekke near Larnaca. The island becomes a part of the Byzantine Empire when Cyprus is gradually converted from paganism to Orthodox Christianity. 
649 AD - 965 AD: A second Dark Age: The island is caught on the frontier between the two warring empires of Byzantium and Islam. 
965 AD - 1191 AD: Return of the island to Byzantium. 
1191 AD - 1192: Rule of the island by Richard the Lionheart, He sold it to the Templars for 100,000 dinars.He married Berengaria of Navarre in Limassol, where she was crowned queen of England.   The Templars then re-sold the island to King Richard who later transferred it at the same price to to Guy de Lusignan.
1192 AD - 1489 AD: Rule of the island by the Frankish Lusignan dynasty.
1489 - 1570: Venetian domination of the island. 
1571 - 1861: Conquest of the island by the Ottoman Empire. 


click to enlarge
1878 - 1914: The administration of Cyprus passes to Britain. Which remains formally part of the Ottoman Empire In 1880 Greek and Turkish were established as the mediums for education in the schools (Each to his own)1914 Cyprus was annexed by Britain when the  Ottoman Empire enters into the World War I on the side of Germany; subsequently the island becomes a British Crown colony and under the British rule.
1924 - 1960: Under the treaty of Lausanne Turkey renounced claim to Cyprus in favour of Britain.
1960: Foundation of the Republic of Cyprus (by the Turkish and Greek Cypriot communities). 
1963:  Outbreak of inter communal fighting : Green line dividing communities in Nicosia were established.
1974: Death of Grivas leader of campaign for Enosis (Union with Greece) Conspiracy against President Makarios inspired by the Greek Junta , his overthrow ,the declaration of Samson as President, invasion by Turkey, Glafkos Clerides is acting President until President Makarios returns (December 7th)  A very busy year.
1975: Start of inter communal talks in Vienna           
1999 - 2002 : Talks continuing


click to enlarge
Miniature bronze head of Zeus Ammon.325-30 B.C.



  click to enlarge
Aphrodite 1st century B.C.

The story of a Hellenistic mosaic discovery
This is a map of the accessible sites and their old and new names    
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	And now for our 

page ,which is for your input on anything to do with the history
of Cyprus, we welcome contributions and links. You will find here a slightly more in depth history,

Please do fill in our survey.. we shall publish the results at the end of the year and would really appreciate a moment of your time and a drop of your intellect.

You will find here.. Myths and Legends of Cyprus, starting with Aphrodite and Adonis.

This page is full of references to Cyprus by Classical writers such as Plutarch, Homer, Ovid and so forth. Zeno the Stoic of Kition can be found here, and the  International Stoic Society is here.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.cyprus-car-rental.org" cyorg 
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